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Eastern armies. In the next year Kobad's successor, Khosru, obtained a peace on the basis of the status quo ante. It did not seem likely that Persia would give further trouble for the time.
In 532, however, Justinian went near to losing his throne. His finance minister, John of Cappadocia, was equally able and unscrupulous, Justinian was orthodox, and was favored by the Blues. The Greens raised a clamor, by no means without justice, against the unpopular prefect John. Blues and Greens fell to blows. Justinian punished both with a heavy hand, whereupon the disgusted Blues joined forces with the Greens, and would have frigentened Justinian out of Constantinople but for the resolute courage of Theodora. The capital had been almost denuded of troops, but Belisarius had returned. The great armed mob captured the unwilling Hypatius, a nephew of Anastasius, and, imagining themselves masters of Constantinople, were just proclaiming him Emperor in the great hippodrome when Belisarius broke in upon them. Vast numbers were put to the sword in this "Nika sedition;" but the populace of Constantinople were taught such a lesson that they never again raised sedition during the life of Justinian.
Belisarius had checked the Persians in the East, but Justinian dreamed of restoring the old authority of the Empire throughout the West. The Vandal kingdom was his first objective. At the time of Justinian's accession, the Vandal throne was occupied by that singular phenomenon, a king who was not an Arian, named Hilderic. His orthodoxy, among his other defects, made him unpopular with the Vandals, In 530 he was deposed by his Arian cousin Geilamir. This was not to the liking of the orthodox Emperor, who was nominally suzerain of the African states: he ordered Geilamir to restore Hilderic, and Geilamir replied by telling him very literally to mind his own business. He was cheerfully confident that he was out of reach, and sent off his Vandal soldiery on an expedition to Sardinia, paying no attention to the threats of the Emperor.
Consequently, when Belsarius arrived in Africa in 553 at the head of a small force of 15,000 men, he took the Vandal kingdom completely by surprise. The subject population received him with enthusiasm. Geilamir killed Hilderic, and scraped together all the Vandals he could muster, numbering perhaps twice as many as the army of Belisarius. The Vandals could fight, but their general did not understand his business. Belisarius routed him completely, and in the next year, when the rest of the Vandal force had returned from Sardinia, inflicted upon Geilamir a defeat with such tremendous slaughter that the Vandal race practically ceased to exist. So ended the Vandal kingdom.
It was now the turn of the Ostrogothic kingdom in Italy. There the boy Athalaric died. The only available Amal was a certain